Unusual case of multiple cellular and malignant schwannomas of the cranial and spinal nerves.
Schwannomas from cranial nerves and spinal roots are most often benign, malignant schwannomas being uncommon in this location. This report describes a unique case of multiple cellular and malignant schwannomas of the cranial and spinal nerves in a patient with features of neurofibromatosis 2. The tumors were arising from left optic, bilateral oculomotor, trochlear, abducent and vestibular nerves, the left facial and the spinal lumbar nerve roots. The tumor arising from the right trochlear nerve was seen excavating into the hippocampus and the left vestibular nerve into the medulla. In addition, the patient had nodular schwannomas adherent to the inferior surface of the optic chiasm and the cerebellum away from the cranial nerves. Hyperplastic schwannosis was noted in perivascular spaces of thalamus, cerebellum and hippocampus on both sides away from the main lesions. The immunohistochemical and ultrastructural profiles of the tumors suggest that neurofibromas and schwannomas are probably not distinct tumors but lie within a spectrum that differs histologically depending on the predominant cell type.